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In Praise of London’s “Old Father”

Extract from an article by Peter Ackroyd

Newsweek November 22, 1999 


London is uniquely a city of power and commerce, and these twin commodities were carried by its waters just as surely and as swiftly as any more tangible cargoes. The original city was, in fact, defined by its access to the Thames, and from the 10th century it was celebrated as a great port and market. The river brought in a thousand vessels and introduced the world to the heart of the city.


By the 16th century there was a daily average of some 2,000 vessels upon it, but for poets and chroniclers it also became the river of magnificence, with royal entrances and civic pageants. The soft and silver Thames has had many admirers.


Real silver, however, was of more immediate concern. By 1700 the Thames was handling 80 percent of England’s imports. By 1930 the port of London employed some 100,000 people on approximately 1,700 wharves.


But the bombing of the second world war, and the great changes of maritime commerce, rendered the old docks superfluous. Yet out of this dereliction, little more than a decade later, rose the shining edifices and refurbished warehouses of the area known as Docklands. 


The river has another aspect. It has always been the great haven for suicides, while along its banks the wretched and the dispossessed have congregated for more than two centuries. The river is, in that sense, a true emblem of the city’s oppression.


As a result, anonymity and secrecy became part of its life. Where the banks of the Seine are endlessly open and approachable, there were stretches of the Thames that actively deterred visitors. Nathaniel Hawthorne considered it to be a river of guilt and despair “hiding a million of unclean secrets within its breast”. It was “dirty” in a most literal sense, too, since for many years all the sewers of London ran directly into its water.


Yet now this ancient river has been renewed. Prolonged efforts at purification have rendered it so clear that salmon, and 81 other species of fish, have returned to its waters after an absence of 150 years. Its outward, as well as its inward, health has also improved. The city has once more turned its face toward the water and restored the river as its living center. The Thames has once more become a river of pleasure, transporting more people than goods, and in the process London itself has been revived.

ACKROYD is an acclaimed biographer (“Dickens,” “T.S. Eliot: A Life”)

and novelist (“Hawksmoor,” “Chatterton”). He lives in London.

ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  1ο:

Do you think Ackroyd’s title is successful? Choose two paragraphs and analyze them using your own words to back up your answer. (Not more than 100 words)

ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  2ο:
Pick out examples of six (6) suitable words (adjectives, nouns or verbs) which convey information and describe the atmosphere in Ackroyd’s text. (Not more than 120 words)

ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  3ο:

Do you think that the last paragraph deserves a serious comment on modern society? Discuss. (Not more than 200 words)

ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  4ο:

Compare the emblem of London The Thames with an emblem of another city. (Not more than 200 words)

ΟΔΗΓΙΕΣ ΠΡΟΣ ΤΟΥΣ ΔΙΑΓΩΝΙΖΟΜΕΝΟΥΣ:

1. Να γράψετε το ονοματεπώνυμό σας στο πάνω μέρος του φωτοαντιγράφου αμέσως, μόλις σας παραδοθεί. Καμία άλλη σημείωση δεν επιτρέπεται να γραφεί.  Κατά την αποχώρησή σας να παραδώσετε μαζί με το τετράδιο και τα φωτοαντίγραφα, τα οποία πρέπει να καταστραφούν από τους επιτηρητές, παρουσία σας.

2. Στο τετράδιο να γράψετε μόνο τα προκαταρκτικά (ημερομηνία, κατηγορία και εξεταζόμενο μάθημα). Τα ζητήματα να μην τα αντιγράψετε στο τετράδιο.

3. Να δοθούν απαντήσεις στα αγγλικά σε όλα τα ερωτήματα, τα οποία και είναι ισοδύναμα.

4.  Κάθε άποψη που θα υποστηριχθεί στην ανάπτυξη του θέματος είναι αποδεκτή, αρκεί να είναι τεκμηριωμένη.
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Τα Ερωτήματα 1 και 2 να απαντηθούν στην αγγλική γλώσσα στο ένα από τα δύο τετράδια που σας δόθηκαν. Tο Ερώτημα 3 να απαντηθεί στην ελληνική ή στην αγγλική γλώσσα στο άλλο τετράδιο.

You are invited to answer questions 1 and 2 in order to teach the authentic text below:

Rural rescue package

Merger plan to save village post offices, schools and police


    Extract from an article by John Deans, The Daily Mail, January 4, 2000
Village post offices, schools and police stations may be encouraged to merge under one roof in a bid to preserve vital services at the heart of rural life.

The idea is being studied by Whitehall planners as a way to rescue thousands of small post offices threatened with closure - part of a Government strategy to protect quality of life in countryside communities.


The National Federation of Sub Postmasters wants Tony Blair to stop the planned switch of paying benefits straight into bank accounts rather than over the counter - a move it claims will sound the death knell for hundreds more struggling village post offices.


It says that the Post Office should be given more time to develop smartcard technology alongside the computerisation of its 19,000 branches, enabling small post offices to provide banking and financial services, as well as access to benefits.


The Government has already announced a ₤600 million network of cash dispensers outside post offices to make them more attractive to users.


However, thousands of small communities have already lost their local shop, post office, pub and school.


The growth of out-of-town supermarkets has hit post offices attached to village shops and a recent employment tribunal victory for a sub postmistress in Scotland, which found employees were entitled to the minimum wage, threatens to add to the costs of keeping branches open.


The latest figures show that two thirds of rural parishes do not have a village shop, 83 per cent have no daily bus service, and nearly 50 per cent have no post office or school.


Children in isolated communities have to catch a bus to the nearest town to attend school, while police patrols are increasingly provided by officers working miles away from the villages they serve.

ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  1ο:


Use the authentic text above and prepare a detailed lesson plan (length: 45 minutes) for a group of upper-intermediate learners with a written description and justification of the activities/tasks.

NOTES:

1. In your lesson plan you need to take into consideration some of the following points:

(a) class profile (age, class size)

(b) aims/objectives

(c) allocated time

(d) teaching aids/materials

(e) stages of the lesson (warm-up/presentation/practice/production)

(f) language (grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, etc.)

(g) skills (reading, listening, speaking, writing)

2. You can choose the activities/tasks and the area(s) you would like to work on. This checklist is not exhaustive but contains some of the basic features of lesson plan organisation.
ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  2ο:




“Tell me, and I’ll forget




 Show me, and I’ll remember




 Involve me, and I’ll learn”







        Chinese proverb


The above proverb incorporates various methods (e.g. instructive, demonstrative, co-operative) used in EFL teaching. Take the proverb into account, follow your intuition, experience and knowledge and prepare one activity/task for the follow-up stage, bearing in mind the lesson plan you have already described in question 1.

NOTES:

1. In order to answer question 2, it might be useful to evaluate the activities/tasks you designed in Question 1.

2. The follow-up stage can be assigned as homework or be used as classwork.

3. Do not write the lesson plan again!

ΕΡΩΤΗΜΑ  3ο:


Στη σχολική τάξη συναντά κανείς και μαθητές που έχουν περιορισμένες γνώσεις σε τομείς, όπως η Πληροφορική, οι Ξένες Γλώσσες και η Καλλιτεχνική Παιδεία, πράγμα το οποίο οφείλεται στο δυσμενές οικογενειακό τους περιβάλλον.


Με ποια παιδαγωγική προσέγγιση θα αντιμετωπίζατε - στο αντικείμενο της ειδικότητάς σας - αυτούς τους μαθητές, χωρίς αυτό να αποβεί σε βάρος των άλλων μαθητών;
ΟΔΗΓΙΕΣ ΠΡΟΣ ΤΟΥΣ ΔΙΑΓΩΝΙΖΟΜΕΝΟΥΣ 

1. Να γράψετε το ονοματεπώνυμό σας στο πάνω μέρος του φωτοαντιγράφου αμέσως μόλις σας παραδοθεί. Καμία άλλη σημείωση δεν επιτρέπεται να γραφεί.  Κατά την αποχώρησή σας να παραδώσετε μαζί με το τετράδιο και τα φωτοαντίγραφα, τα οποία πρέπει να καταστραφούν από τους επιτηρητές, παρουσία σας.

2. Στο τετράδιο να γράψετε μόνο τα προκαταρκτικά (ημερομηνία, κατηγορία και εξεταζόμενο μάθημα). Τα ζητήματα να μην τα αντιγράψετε στο τετράδιο.

3. Να δοθούν απαντήσεις σε όλα τα ερωτήματα, τα οποία και είναι ισοδύναμα.

4. Κάθε άποψη που θα υποστηριχθεί στην ανάπτυξη του θέματος είναι αποδεκτή, αρκεί να είναι τεκμηριωμένη.

5. Υπενθυμίζεται ότι η βαθμολόγηση της δεύτερης θεματικής ενότητας είναι ενιαία και θα προκύψει από τις απαντήσεις στο σύνολο των ερωτήσεων που δίνονται στην ενότητα αυτή.

ΤΕΛΟΣ 3ΗΣ ΣΕΛΙΔΑΣ
Σελίδα 6 από 6

